TEXAS INDUSTRIES, INC

TXI Reports Second Quarter Earnings

DALLAS, Dec. 19 /PRNewswire/ -- Texas Industries, Inc. (NYSE: TXI) today reported net income for the quarter ended
November 30, 2000 of $9.9 million ($.47 per share).

"In the absence of increased energy costs and heavy November rain, quarterly results would have been substantially above
last year's earnings of $10.7 million ($.50 per share)," stated Robert D. Rogers, Chief Executive Officer. "More normal weather
and an opportunity to pass on today's energy costs will improve operating results."

Cement, aggregate and concrete operating profit of $28.2 million was down from $41.3 million a year ago. The impact from the
weather and energy cost increases were entirely responsible for the profit decline. Realized prices have stabilized in recent
months but were lower for cement and ready-mix operations compared to a year ago.

Steel operating profit for the quarter of $3.9 million compared with a loss of $5.5 million. Realized structural product prices were
up 14% compared to a year ago but down 3% from the first quarter due to import competition. Increased energy costs also
reduced profits.

"Demand for building materials in the Company's prime markets continues to be solid," Rogers added. "Lingering structural
product imports and increased energy costs are adversely impacting short-term earnings. In the longer term, we look forward to
increased capacity and lower costs from new capital investments to benefit TXI's bottom line."

During the November quarter, the Company repurchased 300,000 shares of its common stock.

The Company's second quarter teleconference will be held Wednesday, December 20 at 10 am CST. A real-time webcast of
the conference is available by logging on to TXI's website at http://www.txi.com.

Certain statements contained in this press release are "forward-looking statements" within the meaning of the Private Securities
Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Such statements are subject to risks, uncertainties and other factors, which could cause actual
results to differ materially from future results expressed or implied by such forward looking statements. Potential risks and
uncertainties include, but are not limited to, the impact of competitive pressures and changing economic and financial
conditions on the Company's business, construction activity in the Company's markets, abnormal periods of inclement weather,
changes in the costs of raw materials, fuel and energy, the impact of environmental laws and other regulations which are more
fully described in the Company's Annual Report on SEC Form 10-K.

TXI is a leading supplier of building materials, primarily cement and structural steel. Cement operations serve Texas and
California, the two largest cement markets in the nation. Structural steel products are distributed throughout North America.
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