Mattel Children's Foundation Awards Domestic Grants To 40 Nonprofit Organizations in 2008
Awards Reflect Foundation's Continued Commitment to Giving
El Segundo, Calif., January 9, 2009 - The Mattel Children's Foundation today announced that 40 nonprofit organizations
directly serving children in need in 25 states received grants ranging from $5,000 to $20,000 in 2008. Mattel awarded
$400,000 in total grants, with an average grant amount approximately $10,000 per organization.
"At a time when non-profits may be struggling because of the current economic situation, we're proud to continue our
commitment to philanthropic giving by assisting children facing financial or physical hardship and improving their quality of life,"
said Kevin Farr, chairman of the Mattel Children's Foundation and chief financial officer of Mattel. "We remain committed to
directing 2 percent of our pre-tax profit to Mattel's philanthropic programs, including the Mattel Children's Foundation, in order
to directly impact children in need."
The organizations awarded grants in 2008 were selected based on their innovative approaches and demonstrated
effectiveness of programs that directly impact children in need. The recipient organizations focus on one of the Foundation's
three priority areas: promotion of health and active lifestyles; learning and literacy; and girls' self-esteem and selfempowerment. The grants will fund either general operating needs or specific projects. During 2008, the Foundation received
more than 1,000 grant applications, an increase of about 100 percent over the previous year.
"Amidst strong competition for these grants, these organizations offer incredibly innovative programs to effectively address the
challenges many children are facing in communities across the U.S.," said Deidre Lind, executive director of the Mattel
Children's Foundation.
The Mattel grant funds will support:
Concrete Safaris: A program that is encouraging children in the inner city to enjoy the outdoors by designing and installing a
neighborhood farm.
Carroll County Resource Council and Prevention Planning Board, Inc. (Arkansas): A program that is creating a "Walking
Schoolbus" that promotes physical activity by encouraging children to walk to their local schools.
Strong Women Strong Girls: A program that is inspiring girls by partnering underserved girls with college mentors who lead
them in structured activities that promote leadership skills.
Jimmy Miller Memorial Foundation: A program that is giving children with physical and emotional disabilities the opportunity to
increase self-confidence by learning to surf.
A full listing of domestic grant recipients is below.
The Mattel Children's Foundation is not accepting unsolicited applications for its domestic grantmaking program at this time.
Please visit http://www.Mattel.com for more information.
About the Mattel Children's Foundation
The Mattel Children's Foundation was established in 1978. With a vision of "making a meaningful difference, one child at a
time," the Foundation provides cash grants through domestic and international grantmaking programs, as well as international
scholarships to children of employees, matching gifts and volunteer grants for Mattel employees. The Foundation also
continues its tradition of partnering with exemplary nonprofit partners. Mattel has partnered with Special Olympics, Save the
Children, the Mattel Children's Hospital at UCLA, the National Association of Children's Hospitals and Related Institutions
(NACHRI), the Children Affected by AIDS Foundation (CAAF) and the Make-A-Wish Foundation of America. The Mattel
Children's Foundation is funded exclusively by cash donations from Mattel, Inc.
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