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e

Cautionary Statement Regarding Energy

Forward-Looking Information

This presentation contains statements concerning our expectations, beliefs, plans, objectives, goals, strategies,
future events or performance and underlying assumptions and other statements that are not historical facts. These
statements -hoekinhgrswtatdement so within the meaning of the
1995. Actual results may differ materially from those expressed or implied by these statements. You can generally
identify our forward-l ooki ng st atements by the words fAanticipate, o0 0l
iforecast, 0 Agoal , o Ai ntend, O Aimay, 06 Aobjective, 0 dApl a
similar words.

We have based our forward-looking statements on our management's beliefs and assumptions based on
information currently available to our management at the time the statements are made. We caution you that
assumptions, beliefs, expectations, intentions, and projections about future events may and often do vary materially
from actual results. Therefore, we cannot assure you that actual results will not differ materially from those
expressed or implied by our forward-looking statements.

Some of the factors that could cause actual results to differ from those expressed or implied by our forward-
looking statements include the timing and amount of our recovery of the true-up components, including, in particular,
the results of appeals to the courts of determination on rulings obtained to date, the timing and amount of our
recovery of restoration costs arising from Hurricane Ike, the timing and impact of future regulatory, legislative and
| RS decisions, financi al mar ket conditions and other f
subsidiari-ks 6f tortmhdOperi od ended December 31, 2007, u
Discussion and AnaIyS|s of Financial Condition and Results of Operations - Certain Factors Affecting Future
Earningso, i n Center Point Ener gQ@sforthenquartéylgperaoas@ndedtMarchs8L, b s i di
2008 and June 30, 2008, and in CenterPoint Energy, | n ¢ Fornbl9-Q for the quarterly period ended September 30,
2008, under fAManagementos Discussion and Analysis of Fin.
CenterPoint Energy, Inc. and Subsidiariesi Cer t ai n Factors Affecting Future Earn
SEC by CenterPoint Energy and its subsidiaries.

ac
nde

You should not place undue reliance on forward-looking statements. Each forward-looking statement speaks
only as of the date of this presentation, and we undertake no obligation to publicly update or revise any forward-
looking statements.
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Our Investment Thesis 1
Provide a Secure, Competitive Dividend with Growth

CenterPoint.
© Energy

Our corporate vision

To Be Recog
i

|l zed As Amer |
Our Vision Energy Del r

n
very Companye

Focused on domestic energy delivery businesses
A Continental U.S. market

A Regliated energy delivery
Electric transmission and distribution (TDU)
Natural gas local distribution companies (LDCs)
Natural gas interstate pipelines

A Unregulated energy delivery

Natural gas field services (gas gathering)

Pursue carefully targeted growth opportunities including value
added M&A

Pursue complementary businesses that leverage our core
businesses/business skills
A Competitive natural gas sales and services
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Our strategy i sé Ggsglt_z;”a’”to

To build a domestic energy company with a balanced portfolio of electric and
natural gas businesses

Seek geographic, economic and regulatory diversity

Capture organic growth in our attractive electric and natural gas service
territories and seek opportunities to acquire other regulated electric and natural
gas businesses

Take advantage of our strategically located interstate pipeline assets and their
access to active natural gas supply basins and attractive end-use markets

Invest in gas gathering and processing assets in attractive gas producing areas

Optimize our competitive natural gas sales and services business

Remain committed to our original investment thesis to

provide a secure, competitive dividend with growth
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Complementary electric and natural gas

CenterPoint.
© Energy

portfolio

Electric
Transmission &
Distribution

Fipeines

Natural Gas

Services

Natural Gas

Sales &

Services

Regul at ed
onl yéo

5,000 sqg. mile
service territory in
and around
Houston

Over 2 million
metered
customers in the
Houston area

. 0 WEERE fegulated
busi ne gjselines

Strategically located
at the center of the
nati onos
transportation
infrastructure

Connected to over
20 other pipelines

Regulated local gas

distribution
companies in AR,

LA, MN, MS, OK, TX

g a.s 3.2 million

customers

Solid growth in key
urban areas

404 Bcf throughput

Non-rate regulated;
primarily fee-based
business

Gathering, treating
and processing

Primarily focused on
mid-continent
production basins
and new shale plays

Non-rate regulated

Markets natural gas
and services

8,800 commercial,
industrial and
utility customers in
18 states

522 Bcf throughput
in 2007; 392 Bcf 3Q

_ _ 1,216 Bcf throughput  in 2007; 288 Bcf 3Q 398 Bcf throughput YTD 2008
Solid, consistent in 2007; 1,145 Bcf 3Q  YTD 2008 in 2007; 311 Bcf 3Q
customer growth YTD 2008 YTD 2008
Operating Income (n mitiions)
YTD 08:* $357® YTD 08:* $227 YTD 08:* $119 YTD 08:" $121 YTD 08:* $36
2007:  $4250 2007:  $237 2007:  $218 2007: $99 2007:  $75
2006:  $4500) 2006:  $181 2006:  $124 2006: $89 2006:  $77
2005:  $4480 2005:  $165 2005:  $175 2005: $70 2005:  $60
2004:  $441® 2004:  $129 2004:  $178 2004: $51 2004:  $44

(1) Results exclude $100 million, $119 million, $126 million, $39 million and $38 million of operating income from the Transition Bond Companies for YTD 2008 and years 2007, 2006, 2005
and 2004, respectively, and $17 million and $15 million related to the Final Fuel Reconciliation for the years 2007 and 2004, respectively (see reconciliation on page 21).
* YTD is nine months ended September 30, 2008.
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G CenterPoint.

Balan lectric and natural rtfoli
alanced electric and natural gas portfolio Energy

YTD 2008 Adjusted Operating Income® Adjusted Assets as of 9/30/08(
$860 million $16.3 billion

. Electric Transmission and Distribution Utility = Natural Gas Distribution = Competitive Natural Gas Sales and Services

D Interstate Pipelines . Field Services

(1) YTD is nine months ended September 30, 2008, excluding the Transition Bond Companies and Other Operations (see reconciliation on page 22).

(2) Excludes Transition Bond Companies, Other Operations and Reconciling Eliminations (see reconciliation on page 22).
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Third Quarter 2008 Consolidated Results G

(unaudited, in millions except per share amounts)

Revenues

Expenses:
Natural gas
Operation and maintenance
Depreciation and amortization

Taxes other than income taxes
Total
Operating Income
Interest and other finance charges
Interest on transition bonds
Other income - net
Income tax expense

Net Income

Per Share:

November 10 - 11, 2008

3 mos. ended Sept. 30,

CenterPoint.

Energy

9 mos. ended Sept. 30,

2007 2008
$ 1,882 $ 2,515
991 1,532
349 371
170 194
85 81
1,595 2,178
287 337
(126) (116)
(30) (34)
14 26
(54) (77)
$ 91 $ 136
Basic $ 0.29 $ 0.40
Diluted $ 0.27 $ 0.39
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2007 2008
$ 7,021 $ 8548
4,349 5,675
1,031 1,078
475 540
284 285
6,139 7,578
882 970
(368) (344)
(93) (102)
24 49
(154) (213)
$ 201 $ 360
$ 091 $  1.08
$ 08 $ 1.05
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Operating Income (Loss) by Segment Energy

Third Quarter 2008

(unaudited, in millions)

3 mos. ended Sept. 30, 9 mos. ended Sept. 30,
2007 2008 2007 2008
Electric Transmission & Distribution:

Electric Transmission and Distribution Operations $ 155 $ 169 $ 335 $ 352
Competition Transition Charge 11 - 32 5
Total Electric Transmission and Distribution Utility 166 169 367 357
Transition Bond Companies 30 33 90 100
Total Electric Transmission & Distribution 196 202 457 457
Natural Gas Distribution (8) (6) 129 119
Competitive Natural Gas Sales and Services 4 35 56 36
Interstate Pipelines 70 55 166 227
Field Services 26 44 75 121
Other Operations (D) 7 D 10
Total Operating Income $ 287 $ 337 $ 882 $ 970
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CenterPoint,
Energy

Year-To-Date 2008 Operating Income Drivers G
9 mos. ended 9/30/2008 vs. 9 mos. ended 9/30/2007

Natural Gas Competitive
Other Electric TDU Distribution Natural Gas

oo - (unaudited, in millions) Field Services $11 $0 ($10) Sales & Service
$46 | |A Customer ($20)
growth » Decreased $970
Interstate | J usage
ipeli » Increase
Pipelines . d 4 Unfavorable
$950 $61 |sage an » Increasedbad - ional and
warmer weather  debt, support .
» Strong drilling services and seasonal price
activity 4 Land sale customer-related O erentials
costs A .
» Increased 4 Classification » Lower gains
5900 ancillary services of Texas margin  Partially offset by: ;)n sales of gas
tax as income tax rom inventory
+ New Carthage # Higher beginning 2008 1 Rate increases . h
to Perryville commodity prices A Higher
pipeline Partially offsetby:  » Customer inventory
$850 4 Gains on sale growth writedown
4 Increased of non-strategic A Discontinuance . _
transportation asstet a?d | of CTC Partially offset by:
and ancillar contractua )
services g dispute » Revenue loss A F?(V?fablek t
$800 settlement due to Hurricane mark-to-marke
s Sale of storage lke
development )
projects A Final Fuel
Settlementin
5750 Partially offset by: 2007
A Charge from
assets removed
from service
$700
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CenterPoint.
e

CenterPoint Energy Houston Electric Energy

Electric Transmission & Distribution

Distribution rates frozen through June 2010

Transmission rate increase of $22.5 million over current rates approved
November 5, 2008

New capital expenditures drive growth in rate base
A Annual customer growth rate remains solid and well above other parts of the country

A Potential incremental transmission and interconnection investments to accommodate new generation
and relieve congestion

A Expected annual capex in excess of annual depreciation and amortization
. 4
Advanced metering deployment ’

A Provides remote meter reading and connect/disconnect capability

A Provides real-time pricing capability and communication with >
Afhome area networko devices

A In discussions with parties on scope and nature of deployment

Additional intelligent grid technology would provide for:
A Remote system monitoring, outage detection and restoration
A Improved load balancing

True-up appeal pending at Texas Supreme Court
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e

Impact of Hurricane lke Energy

CenterPoint Energy Houston Electric (CEHE)

Large-scale distribution restoration effort

A Over 90% of CEHEOG6s more than
initially without power, primarily from downed trees and
debris on power lines

A Power restored to all capable of receiving it within 18
days

Estimated storm restoration costs in the range of
$650 to $750 million; funding through cash on hand
and bank credit facilities; costs deferred for future
recovery

CEHE expects to pursue passage of legislation to
allow securitization of restoration costs

A Similar legislation was enacted by the Texas Legislature
after Hurricane Rita

A Alternatively, CEHE has the right to seek recovery under
traditional rate making principles despite rate freeze

Temporary outages caused by the storm reduced 3rd
quarter 2008 revenues by $17 million, partially offset
by delayed expenses
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CenterPoint.
e

CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp. Energy

Natural Gas Distribution

Focused on implementation of rate strategies designed to earn allowed return, while
limiting rate case frequency, and decoupling revenues from consumption

A Align company and customers on conservation and energy efficiency

A 2007 Arkansas rate case settlement: $20 million base rate increase and decoupling tariff
adopted

A Annual cost of service adjustment approved for Texas coast customers

A Filed Minnesota rate case in early November 2008 for $60 million with interim rates in effect
early 2009; decoupling mechanism requested

. . . ‘.‘i W /
Reorganized management and operations structure to capture synergies | o ..
across all six states ’*

A

Improved regulatory relations through collaboration on key industry issues

d
A

Growth is modest but steady
A Continue to capture customer growth, primarily Minnesota and Texas

A Position natural gas as the clean fuel of choice for cooking, space
and water heating; penetrate the multi-family market

A Capital expenditures modestly in excess of annual depreciation
and amortization

November 10 - 11, 2008 434 EEI Financial Conference 12






