
 

CombiMatrix Publishes Clinical Study of Its HerScan(tm) Breast Cancer Test

MUKILTEO, Wash., Jun 3, 2009 (GlobeNewswire via COMTEX News Network) -- CombiMatrix Corporation (Nasdaq:CBMX) 
today announced that the validation study performed by its wholly owned subsidiary, Combimatrix Molecular Diagnostics 
(CMDX), in collaboration with the Department of Pathology at the University of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio, TX 
(UTHSCSA) is available as an advance online publication in the official journal of the United States and Canadian Academy of 
Pathology (USCAP), Modern Pathology. 

The online abstract can be reviewed at the following link: 
http://www.nature.com/modpathol/journal/vaop/ncurrent/abs/modpathol200978a.html  

HerScan(tm) is an array based test that is designed to provide an accurate and objective enumeration of the Her2 gene locus 
against the template of the whole genome. Moreover, because the copy number status of the Her2 gene, as well as that of a 
comprehensive representation of the whole cancer genome is contextualized by individual chromosomes, the HerScan(tm) test 
facilitates subtyping of breast cancers into the five different subtypes that are cytogenetically characteristic: Luminal A, Luminal 
B, Her2, Basal-Like and Complex unclassified. Consequently, for the first time in a single test, the HerScan(tm) test provides 
insights into the genomic architecture, and hence etiology and prognosis of the breast cancer, which may be combined with 
anatomic pathology to facilitate the most appropriate therapeutic regimes for each individual patient. 

Dr. Mansoor Mohammed, President and CEO of CMDX noted, "In the current study, our scientists at CMDX and collaborators at 
UTHSCSA led by Dr. I-Tien Yeh were able to demonstrate that traditional conclusions pertaining to the multiplicity, or copy 
number, of chromosome 17 may be incorrect. Because chromosome 17 enumeration is used as the basis for interpreting Her2 
gene amplification in a majority of breast cancer cases, our findings are particularly ground-breaking and clinically relevant. I 
remain very proud of our team at CMDX and their ability to join between strong commercialization successes and equally 
impressive academic accomplishments," concluded Dr. Mohammed. 

"With the acceptance of our current HerScan(tm) test data to Modern Pathology, and the several publications that have also 
recently been accepted for our HemeScan test, the academic and clinical legitimacy of our cancer array portfolio is 
established," stated Dr. Shelly Gunn, Medical Director of CMDX and senior author on the Modern Pathology publication. "As a 
pathologist myself, what impresses me most about our cancer array portfolio is the fundamental ease with which it can be 
incorporated into existing anatomic pathology reports and the transparency with which the data derived from our tests can be 
evaluated and assessed. I firmly believe that the latter characteristics distinguish our tests and that many patients will benefit 
from the comprehensive nature of our cancer test portfolio as it expands into the clinical arena." 

Dr. Amit Kumar, President and CEO of CombiMatrix Corporation stated, "As we continue to develop, launch, and validate our 
tests, the oncology market will become a major focus and opportunity for us. While we have tests available for developmental 
genetic analysis, during the next few months we will be leveraging our first to market status and strong publication record of our 
cancer array tests to refocus our efforts on oncology. Such a redirection of resources will also include additional effort on our 
non-invasive screen for cancer."  

ABOUT COMBIMATRIX CORPORATION 

CombiMatrix Corporation is a diversified biotechnology business that develops proprietary technologies, including products and 
services in the areas of drug development, genetic analysis, molecular diagnostics, nanotechnology and defense and 
homeland security markets, as well as in other potential markets where our products and services could be utilized. The 
technologies we have developed include a platform technology to rapidly produce user-defined, in-situ synthesized, 
oligonucleotide arrays for use in identifying and determining the roles of genes, gene mutations and proteins. This technology 
has a wide range of potential applications in the areas of genomics, proteomics, biosensors, drug discovery, drug 
development, diagnostics, combinatorial chemistry, material sciences and nanotechnology. Other technologies include 
proprietary molecular synthesis and screening methods for the discovery of potential new drugs. Combimatrix Molecular 
Diagnostics, Inc. ("CMDX"), our wholly owned subsidiary located in Irvine, California, has developed capabilities of producing 
arrays that utilize bacterial artificial chromosomes, which also enable genetic analysis. CMDX functions primarily as a 
diagnostics reference laboratory. 

http://www.nature.com/modpathol/journal/vaop/ncurrent/abs/modpathol200978a.html


Additional information about CombiMatrix Corporation is available at www.combimatrix.com or by calling 1-800-985 CBMX 
(2269). Additional information about CMDX is available at www.cmdiagnostics.com or by calling 1-800-710-0624.  

Safe Harbor Statement under the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995 

This news release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the "safe harbor" provisions of the Private 
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These statements are based upon our current expectations and speak only as of the 
date hereof. Our actual results may differ materially and adversely from those expressed in any forward-looking statements as 
a result of various factors and uncertainties, including the recent economic slowdown affecting technology companies, our 
ability to successfully develop products, rapid technological change in our markets, changes in demand for our future products, 
legislative, regulatory, and competitive developments, and general economic conditions. Our Annual Report on Form 10-K, 
recent and forthcoming Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q, recent Current Reports on Forms 8-K and 8-K/A, and other SEC 
filings discuss some of the important risk factors that may affect our business, results of operations, and financial condition. We 
undertake no obligation to revise or update publicly any forward-looking statements for any reason.  

This news release was distributed by GlobeNewswire, www.globenewswire.com  
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