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RECORDS AT SOTHEBY’S FOR ICONIC 20TH CENTURY
FASHION ITEMS

Elsa Schiaparelli's rhodoid necklace with embedded multicolored
metal insects, 1938 - €85,000
WORLD RECORD FOR A NECKLACE BY ELSA SCHAPIARELLI
Paco Rabanne's rhodoid discs tunic dress, 1969 - €49,750
WORLD RECORD FOR AN ITEM BY PACO RABANNE

PREEMPTIONS BY THE MUSÉES DE FRANCE AND PURCHASES BY
INSTITUTIONS ALL OVER THE WORLD
The Quidam de Revel collection totals more than €550,000 in 100 lots
at Sotheby’s in Paris
Paris, 5 July 2018 - The sale of the Quidam de Revel collection achieved nearly €550,000 in
100 lots: a session punctuated with some splendid bidding battles for the most iconic pieces
between major European collectors and international institutions. This unique session was

Agrément N° 2001 – 002 du 25 octobre 2001
Vente dirigée par Olivier Valmier, Aurélie Massou

marked by several world auction records, which were particularly impressive for Elsa
Schiaparelli, Paco Rabanne and Martin Margiela.
According to Julia Guillon, specialist in charge of the sale: "As Sonia Rykiel put it, you can
create fashion all over the world, but the place where you are crowned is Paris... Fashion is
recognised today as a fully-fledged art at Sotheby's, and we are thrilled to have contributed
to its international influence yet again."
The highest price of the sale went to the rhodoid necklace by Elsa Schiaparelli crawling with
iridescent metal insects. It inspired a battle up to €85,000 (lot 91, estimate: €15,000-20,000)
– a world record for one of her necklaces. An identical model once belonging to Millicent
Rogers is now in New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art.
Another star of the sale was Paco Rabanne, whose legendary designs attracted some of the
day's highest prices. The 1969 rhodoid discs tunic dress multiplied its low estimate by ten
and set a new world record for a piece by the couturier (lot 126, €43,750). The other
legendary piece, unforgettably worn by Françoise Hardy, was the 1967 mini-dress in
aluminium plates, which at €35,000 crushed its high estimate of €8,000 (lot 140).
Two of the most iconic models – the Saharienne appropriated by Yves Saint Laurent in the
1960s, making it a feature of his collections, and the belt – were swept up a total of €38,125
(lots 48 and 49).
Contemporary design also aroused keen interest with fashion lovers, as witness the new
world record obtained for a piece by Martin Margiela: a stripped white and grey cotton
duvet transformed into a coat by the couturier for his 1999 autumn-winter collection (lot
114; €12,500).

PREEMPTIONS
Musée Yves Saint Laurent
Lot 24
YVES SAINT LAURENT, Haute Couture, circa 1970
A black satin,lace and guipure slip dress
1.125 €
Lot 59
YVES SAINT LAURENT, Haute Couture, circa 1970
A pair of camel and black herringbone embroidered leather boots
1.625 €
Lot 83
YVES SAINT LAURENT, Haute Couture, Autumn-Winter, 1967-1968
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A black jersey accordeon bag with leather straps and gold metal chain
875 €
Musée des Arts Décoratifs
Lot 158
ELSA SCHIAPARELLI, Couture, Eté 1939
An ivory satin and faille bustled dress with elegantes and poodles print
10.000 €
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Sotheby’s has been uniting collectors with world-class works of art since 1744. Sotheby’s became the first international
auction house when it expanded from London to New York (1955), the first to conduct sales in Hong Kong (1973), India
(1992) and France (2001), and the first international fine art auction house in China (2012). Today, Sotheby’s presents
auctions in 10 different salesrooms, including New York, London, Hong Kong and Paris, and Sotheby’s BidNow program
allows visitors to view all auctions live online and place bids from anywhere in the world. Sotheby’s offers collectors the
resources of Sotheby’s Financial Services, the world’s only full-service art financing company, as well as private sale
opportunities in more than 70 categories, including S|2, the gallery arm of Sotheby's Contemporary Art department, and
two retail businesses, Sotheby’s Diamonds and Sotheby’s Wine. Sotheby’s has a global network of 80 offices in 40
countries and is the oldest company listed on the New York Stock Exchange (BID).
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are net of
any fees paid to the purchaser where the purchaser provided an irrevocable bid.
Images are available upon request
Browse sale catalogues, view original content, stream live auctions and more at www.sothebys.com, and through
Sotheby’s apps for iPhone, iPad, Android, Apple TV and Amazon Fire
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