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Sotheby’s Unveils
THE TRIUMPH OF PAINTING:
THE STEVEN AND ANN AMES COLLECTION

Gerhard Richter
A.B., St. James
1988
Oil on canvas
Estimate $20/30 million

Gerhard Richter
A.B., Still
1986
Oil on canvas
Estimate $20/30 million

NEW YORK, 29 July 2016 – Sotheby’s is honored to announce The Triumph of Painting: The
Steven and Ann Ames Collection, the landmark sale of the New York autumn 2016 auction
season. The collection, which stands as a peerless survey of art produced in this generation,
was assembled by Steven and Ann Ames, New York patrons of the arts, philanthropists and
collectors. The Triumph of Painting will be offered in dedicated sequences within Sotheby’s
sales of Contemporary Art on 17 & 18 November. Collectors and art enthusiasts around the
world are welcome to view highlights in Los Angeles, Hong Kong and London through
September and October, prior to the full exhibition in New York. Overall, the collection is
estimated to fetch in excess of $100 million.

Amy Cappellazzo, Chairman of Sotheby’s Fine Art Division, said:
“Steven and Ann Ames collected with the same meticulous
approach they applied to all of their many and varied passions.
The result is a group of paintings that stands as a testament to
the possibilities of the medium that is at once intellectually
rigorous and visually stunning.”

Robert Ryman
No. 29
1963
Oil on unstretched sized linen
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“Following our lauded

Contemporary Art sales in May and June, we are thrilled to

present the seminal Ames Collection this November. Combining major works by longstanding auction favorites such as Richter and de Kooning, alongside important pieces by the
likes of Robert Ryman, whose auction success is more recent, The Triumph of Painting is set
to be the landmark offering of the New York sale season.”
Steven and Ann Ames
Steven Ames’s artistic education began as a child. His maternal
aunts and uncles, including Walter Annenberg, Lita Annenberg
Hazen, Joe Hazen and Enid Annenberg Haupt – all leaders and major
philanthropists in the 20th century collecting community – instilled
in him a passion for arts. Following his graduation from Cornell
University and during his years at Oppenheimer & Co. and the New
York Stock Exchange, he and Anne cultivated the familial legacy with
Georg Baselitz
Ein Stück Malerei
Circa 1966
Oil on canvas

great enthusiasm. As their collection and adoration for art grew,
Steven returned to Columbia University to pursue a Master’s Degree
in Art History. This newfound knowledge fueled the Ames’s passion,

particularly for Contemporary art, stimulating their commitment and engagement with
institutional stalwarts such as the Whitney Museum of American Art, The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, the Israel Museum and the National Gallery.
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The Triumph of Painting
Steven and Ann Ames’s immeasurable curiosity and
profound admiration for Contemporary art is reflected in
The Triumph of Painting, which tells the story of painting
over the past 50 years. Masterpieces by Robert Ryman,
Georg Baselitz, Willem de Kooning, Anselm Kiefer, Gerhard
Richter, Philip Guston and others, both on their own and in
conversation, emphasize the unquestionably important
Willem de Kooning
Untitled
1976-77
Oil on canvas

context and inspiration of each individual work. The Triumph
of Painting: The Steven and Ann Ames Collection presents an
international dialogue, free of geographical or artistic

boundaries; it is a true fête of painting in the second half of the 20th century, celebrating the
contributions of artists from the United States, Europe and beyond.
At the core of the collection are outstanding works by two giants of 20th-century painting:
Gerhard Richter and Willem de Kooning. Richter was one of the first painters to spark the
couple’s interest after they fell in love with his work in the 1980s; indeed Steven wrote his
thesis on the artist to earn his Master’s degree in Art History at Columbia University. The
Evening Auction on 17 November will include Richter canvases from every major period of his
career covering his full exploration of the medium – abstract, landscape, portraiture,
conceptual and more. Robert Ryman and others then entered the collection before the
Ames’s sought out paintings by Willem de Kooning, seeking to connect the legacies of these
different artists and to bridge the stylistic gaps between them.

Philip Guston
Untitled (Smoking)
1979
Oil on canvas

Anselm Kiefer
Dein Aschenes Haar Sulamith
1981
Oil and straw on canvas
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FOR MORE NEWS FROM SOTHEBY’S
News & Video: http://www.sothebys.com/en/news-video.html
Twitter: www.twitter.com/sothebys
Instagram: www.instagram.com/sothebys
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sothebys
Snapchat ID: sothebys
YouTube: www.youtube.com/SothebysTV
Weibo: www.weibo.com/sothebyshongkong
WeChat ID: sothebyshongkong
Sotheby’s has been uniting collectors with world-class works of art since 1744. Sotheby’s became the first international auction
house when it expanded from London to New York (1955), the first to conduct sales in Hong Kong (1973), India (1992) and
France (2001), and the first international fine art auction house in China (2012). Today, Sotheby’s presents auctions in 10
different salesrooms, including New York, London, Hong Kong and Paris, and Sotheby’s BidNow program allows visitors to view
all auctions live online and place bids from anywhere in the world. Sotheby’s offers collectors the resources of Sotheby’s
Financial Services, the world’s only full-service art financing company, as well as private sale opportunities in more than 70
categories, including S|2, the gallery arm of Sotheby's Contemporary Art department, and two retail businesses, Sotheby’s
Diamonds and Sotheby’s Wine. Sotheby’s has a global network of 80 offices in 40 countries and is the oldest company listed on
the New York Stock Exchange (BID).
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium and prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium.
Images are available upon request
All catalogues are available online at www.sothebys.com
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