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SOLD:
102.34 CARAT PERFECTION:
THE RAREST, PUREST WHITE DIAMOND KNOWN TO MAN
Private collector acquires - through Sotheby’s Diamonds The only known round brilliant diamond over 100 carats
to have achieved perfection by all critical criteria:
colour, clarity, cut & carat
PRICE PAID PER CARAT FAR EXCEEDS THAT FOR ANY
COLOURLESS DIAMOND SOLD AT AUCTION

COMING TO AUCTION:
TWO OF THE LARGEST, PUREST WHITE DIAMONDS
EVER TO COME TO AUCTION
To be unveiled in London on 6 April (Sale in Geneva on 15 May)
Both weighing over 50 carats & perfect by all critical criteria,
Each diamond ranks as the second largest of its kind
ever to appear on the auction market
TOGETHER ESTIMATED IN EXCESS OF US$15 MILLION

LEFT: A 51.71-carat round brilliant-cut diamond
RIGHT: A 50.39-carat oval diamond

Both D Colour, Flawless, Type IIa, and both the second
largest of their kind ever to come to auction

LONDON, 6 April 2018 – In February this year, Sotheby’s Diamonds, a retail boutique specialising in the
world’s finest diamonds, unveiled an extraordinarily rare 102.34 carat white diamond. The only known
round brilliant-cut diamond over 100 carats that is perfect according to every critical criterion (see 4 Cs
below), the stone – described by Patti Wong, Chairman of Sotheby’s Diamonds, as a “masterpiece of
nature” – has now found a buyer. While the identity of the new owner cannot be revealed, the stone was
purchased for a price per carat, which far exceeds that for any colourless diamond sold at auction (the
current auction record price per carat for a white diamond is US$260,252, set at Sotheby’s in Hong Kong in
2013).
Coinciding with the sale of this exceptional stone, Sotheby’s has also sourced – for sale at auction in
Geneva this May – two highly impressive white stones, each one weighing over 50 carats, and both of the
same extraordinary colour and clarity as the 102.34 carat stone sold privately through Sotheby’s diamonds.
The first of the two stones is a round, brilliant cut diamond which, at 51.71 carats, ranks as the second
largest D Flawless brilliant-cut diamond ever to have appeared at auction. The second stone, similarly
perfect, weighs 50.39 carats but is oval, rather than round; it too is the second largest D Flawless diamond
of its shape ever to have come to auction.
The two diamonds will be highlights of Sotheby’s flagship sale of Magnificent Jewels and Noble Jewels in
Geneva on May 15. The round brilliant-cut diamond is estimated at CHF 7.8 – 9 million (US$ 8.2 – 9.5 m /
GBP 6 – 7 m / EUR 6.7 – 7.7 m) and the oval diamond will be offered with an estimate of CHF 7 – 7.6 million
(US$ 7.3 – 8 m / GBP 5.3 – 5.8 m / EUR 6 – 6.5 m).
Speaking about the sale of the 102.34 carat diamond, Patti Wong, Founder and Chairman of Sotheby’s
Diamonds, said: “When the new custodian of this stone first beheld it, they were – like everyone else who
has seen it – completely captivated. It is hard to believe that something so ancient (these stones are as old
as the earth itself) can be so alive, so full of fire and blinding brilliance. A rarity in the mythical world of 100carat stones, this diamond is a wonder of nature and of man’s ability to shape nature’s creations into an
object of ultimate beauty”
Looking ahead to the Geneva sale, David Bennett, Worldwide Chairman of Sotheby’s International
Jewellery Division, commented, “Having witnessed the enormous effect of the 102.34 carat stone on those
who saw it, we are now thrilled to bring to the market two more truly exceptional stones, both of which are
among the largest, highest quality white diamonds ever to come to auction. Diamonds like these have
always captivated collectors and connoisseurs alike and continue to do so today.”
TWO DIAMONDS OF THE HIGHEST CALIBRE
Both of the diamonds to be offered in Geneva in May are D-Colour (the most coveted hue for white
diamonds), have Flawless clarity and belong to the highly rarefied sub-category of Type IIa diamonds,
which make up just 2% of gem diamonds and boast the highest optical transparency. The two diamonds
were discovered and purchased at tender in Botswana.
The round and oval diamonds were expertly cut in Antwerp (from rough diamonds weighing 196 carats and
155 carats respectively), and have been found by the GIA to have excellent cut, polish and symmetry. This is
hugely important in ensuring that light passing through the stone is unimpeded, resulting in extraordinary
sparkle and scintillation. Each has been given the top grading for their respective shapes: the round
diamond received coveted “XXX” status, the most sought-after accolade applicable to this cut, and the oval
stone was awarded “XX”, also the highest rating for its shape category.
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When it comes to stones of significant size, diamond cutters will generally try to keep the maximum weight
from the rough. For this reason, elongated cushions, emerald-cuts, and pear-shapes are usually more
common for large diamonds. Here, however, the master craftsmen who cut the stones have chosen round
brilliant and oval cuts respectively, which show off the diamonds’ exceptional physical characteristics to
maximum effect.
These two shapes are most highly sought-after: an oval-cut diamond holds the record price per carat for
any white diamond, and round brilliant-cut diamonds – which have the greatest fire and brilliance - are the
rarest of all for stones of this size.
MORE ON THE 102.34 CARAT
At 102.34 carats, the stone was the rarest white diamond ever to come to the market and the largest,
round D colour flawless diamond known to man. The only stone of its kind ever graded by the GIA
(Gemological Institute of America), the diamond achieved the highest rankings under each of the criteria by
which the quality of a stone is judged (‘the four Cs’). It is of D colour (the highest grade for a white
diamond); of exceptional clarity (it is completely flawless, both internally and externally, belonging to a rare
subgroup known as Type IIa), and of excellent cut, polish and symmetry.
ON THE MARKET FOR WHITE DIAMONDS
Demand for exceptional diamonds of all kinds, including white, has been particularly strong in recent years.
In October 2013, Sotheby’s established a world auction record price per carat for a white diamond at US$
260,252 per carat when a 118.28 carat oval diamond sold for US$30.8 million. Last year, 91% of all white
diamonds offered in Sotheby’s auctions found buyers, with half of them achieving prices above their high
estimate.
The two diamonds are being unveiled in London today, where they will go on public view from 7 until 10
April. This will then be followed by an international tour.
13 - 17 April: New York
27 - 28 April: Singapore (round brilliant-cut diamond only)
1 - 2 May: Taipei (round brilliant-cut diamond only)
1 - 2 May: Dubai (oval diamond only)
12 - 14 May: Geneva
SALE
MAGNIFICENT JEWELS & NOBLE JEWELS
Tuesday 15 May 2018
Mandarin Oriental, Geneva
1, Quai Turrettini, 1201 Geneva
For More News From Sotheby’s
Visit: www.sothebys.com/en/inside/services/press/news/news.html
Follow: www.twitter.com/sothebys
Join: www.facebook.com/sothebys & www.weibo.com/sothebyshongkong
Watch: www.youtube.com/sothebys
Sotheby’s has been uniting collectors with world-class works of art since 1744. Sotheby’s became the first international auction house when it
expanded from London to New York (1955), the first to conduct sales in Hong Kong (1973), Geneva (1980), India (1992) and France (2001), and the
first international fine art auction house in China (2012). Today, Sotheby’s presents auctions in 9 different salesrooms, including New York, London,
Hong Kong, Paris, and Geneva and Sotheby’s BidNow program allows visitors to view all auctions live online and place bids in real-time from
anywhere in the world. Sotheby’s offers collectors the resources of Sotheby’s Financial Services, the world’s only full-service art financing company,
as well as private sale opportunities in more than 70 categories, including S|2, the gallery arm of Sotheby's Contemporary Art department, as well
as Sotheby’s Diamonds and Sotheby’s Wine. Sotheby’s has a global network of 90 offices in 40 countries and is the oldest company listed on the
New York Stock Exchange (BID).
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