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A Staggering Six-Feet-Tall Landscape Painting by Li Keran

Magnificent Mountains with Gushy Cascades
To Lead Sotheby’s Hong Kong Fine Chinese Paintings Autumn Sale
On 2 October 2017
The Highest Estimated Work Ever Offered at
Sotheby’s Fine Chinese Paintings Sale
- To Commemorate the 110th anniversary of the Artist’s Birth -

Li Keran, Magnificent Mountains with Gushy Cascades, 1978,
ink and colour on paper, hanging scroll, 171 x 94 cm, Estimate Upon Request

Public Exhibition: 28 September – 1 October 2017 | Auction: 2 October 2017
Hall 1, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre

HONG KONG, 13 September 2017

Sotheby’s Fine Chinese Paintings Autumn Sale 2017 will be held

on 2 October at Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre. The sale is led by a spectacular landscape painting,
Magnificent Mountains with Gushy Cascades, by one of the most important 20th century modern Chinese artists, Li
Keran. Standing almost six feet tall, this rare hanging scroll carries the highest estimate in the history of Sotheby’s
Fine Chinese Paintings auction.
In addition, the sale also features a fresh-to-the-market masterpiece by Fu Baoshi, as well as exquisite works by Jiang
Zhaohe, Xu Beihong and Zhang Daqian, many of which have been amassed from distinguished overseas collections
of impeccable provenance. Nearly 300 works estimated at approximately HK$260 million (US$33 million*) will be
offered this season.
C.K Cheung, Head of Fine Chinese Paintings, Sotheby’s, states, “This season our department continues to live up to
our meticulous sourcing approach by amassing troves of outstanding art pieces from private collections around the
world. We are delighted to present salient works by such ink masters as Li Keran, Jiang Zhaohe, Huang Junbi and
Deng Fen, among many others. Some of these works are entirely fresh to the market, while some have not been
seen publicly for two decades. It is rare to have such a stellar line-up of works in one sale which makes this a perfect
collecting opportunity for discerning collectors.”

SALE HIGHLIGHTS
Commemorating the 110th anniversary of Li Keran's birth
Li Keran (1907-1989)
Magnificent Mountains with Gushy Cascades
1978
Ink and colour on paper, hanging scroll, 171 x 94 cm
Estimate upon request
Li Keran made his mark in Chinese art history with his distinctive artistic
approach. Considered the magnum opus of Li’s landscape paintings, this sixfoot hanging scroll was completed in 1978 and serves as the exemplar of its
subject matter. Li Keran visited Kuaiji (now known as Shaoxing) in Zhejiang
province in the 1950s, and found himself so inspired by the scenery that it
became a recurring theme in his subsequent works. This painting portrays
the magnificence of the Kuaiji landscape: the glorious, meandering mountains
partially shrouded in a cloud of mist, expend an ineffable sense of vastness
as the rushing streams fall from a great height to the lush foreground below.
In 1979, Li Keran personally picked the present work to be featured at a
major exhibition in Tokyo hosted by Rongbaozhai and the Seibu Department Store of Japan in celebration of the
30th anniversary of the establishment of the People’s Republic of China. The painting excelled in quality, scale
and price, and was met with critical acclaim.
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From an Important European Private Collection
Fu Baoshi (1904-1965)
Trekking Over Mountains in Moonlight
1945
Ink and colour on paper, hanging scroll
177.8 x 57 cm
Estimate upon request
Making its auction debut this October, Fu Baoshi’s Trekking Over Mountains in
Moonlight was a work dedicated to the father of Doan (1914–1978), the FrenchVietnamese collector. While tracing the path of his ancestry in China, Doan
commissioned Fu to produce a piece which weaved together his Chinese last name
with a historical scene.
Fu Baoshi created two works on this subject matter, with the current piece being the
first of the two. Drawing inspiration and reference from Book of the Later Han, one of
the official works documenting the history of the Han Dynasty, the painting vividly
portrays warriors marching through the mountains with only moonlight to guide
them. Employing a traditional approach for the classical landscape composition, this
is a finely detailed, deeply evocative painting which represents a masterful depiction
of a Han Dynasty war scene.

Works of Jiang Zhaohe from an American Private Collection
Jiang Zhaohe (1904-1986)
Flower Girl
1948
Ink on paper, framed
92.7 x 53.5 cm
Est. HK$1,500,000 - 2,000,000
Jiang Zhaohe is renowned among the 20th century modern Chinese artists
for his humanitarian spirit. Though many of his works created at the height
of his career in the 1930s and 40s were lost during the wars, thankfully
some of the pieces were kept in the hands of overseas collectors. This is true
of this piece which was acquired directly from the artist by a British collector
during his time in Beijing in 1948.
With a country ravaged by war, Jiang Zhaohe was drawn to portray the lives
of those affected by conflict, choosing civilians as his primary subject matter.
Flower Girl depicts a realistic scene of a young woman selling flowers. Looking into the distance, she conveys a
sense of hope and optimism towards the future, in spite of the hardship experienced by many in an era of war
and social upheaval.
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Works of Xu Beihong Previously from the Collection of Ho Kwong Yew
Xu Beihong (1895-1953)
Soaring Eagle
1939
Ink and colour on paper, hanging scroll
154.7 x 82 cm
Est. HK$5,000,000-7,000,000
Soaring Eagle came from the former collection of Singaporean collector Ho
Kwong Yew. In the 1930s, Xu Beihong travelled throughout Southeast Asia
raising funds through the sale of his paintings to support China’s war efforts
against Japanese aggression. The artist staged his largest solo show in March
1939 at the Victoria Memorial of Singapore, at which Ho Kwong Yew was
one of the patrons. The two went on to develop a friendship over mutual
interests and shared circles in the art world.
Executed in October 1939, this painting depicts a soaring eagle spreading its
wings and readying its claws before swooping down to take its prey. The
work expresses a strong sense of patriotism, inspiring passion and perseverance amongst those who were
fighting the good cause.
Zhang Daqian Painting from a North American Private Collection
Zhang Daqian (1899-1983)
Vermilion Peony
1949
Ink and colour on paper, framed
59.8 x 38.8 cm
Est. HK$6,500,000-8,000,000

Zhang Daqian (1899-1983)
Autumn Mountains in Verdant Mist
1968
Splashed colour on paper mounted on cardboard, framed
61 x 94 cm
Est. HK$8,000,000-12,000,000
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Image Download
Dropbox: http://bit.ly/2eK6pRi ／ Baidu Pan: https://pan.baidu.com/s/1o8gaOAm
NOTES TO EDITORS:
I) SOTHEBY'S HONG KONG AUTUMN SALES 2017 CALENDAR (The schedule is subject to change)
Auction

Category

29 Sep
30 Sep

Finest and Rarest Wines
Wines from The Cellar of Fux Restaurant
Finest and Rarest Wines
Modern and Contemporary Art Evening Sale
Modern Asian Art – Day Sale
Contemporary Art – Day Sale
Morita Shiryu: Bokujin
Modern and Contemporary Southeast Asian Art – Day Sale
Classical Chinese Paintings
Fine Chinese Paintings
Contemporary Ink Art: Confluence
Important Watches
Water, Pine and Stone Retreat Collection – Treasures
Song – Important Chinese Ceramics from the Le Cong Tang Collection
The Edward T. Chow ‘Bajixiang’ Bowl
Three Masterpieces from the Collection of an English Lady
The Heart of Tantra – Buddhist Art Including Property from the Nyingjei Lam Collection
Important Chinese Art
Magnificent Jewels and Jadeite

1 Oct

2 Oct

3 Oct

HONG KONG EXHIBITION AND AUCTION VENUE
Hall 1, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (New Wing), 1 Expo Drive, Wan Chai, Hong Kong
II) FINE CHINESE PAINTINGS: ASIA TRAVELLING EXHIBITIONS CALENDAR
Date

City

Venue

16 – 17 Sep

Taipei

Hua Nan Bank International Convention Center

III) FOR MORE NEWS FROM SOTHEBY’S
News & Video
Twitter
Instagram
Facebook
Snapchat ID
YouTube
Weibo
WeChat ID

: http://www.sothebys.com/en/news-video.html
: www.twitter.com/sothebys
: www.instagram.com/sothebys
: www.facebook.com/sothebys
: sothebys
: www.youtube.com/SothebysTV
: www.weibo.com/sothebyshongkong
: sothebyshongkong

Sotheby’s has been uniting collectors with world-class works of art since 1744. Sotheby’s became the first international auction house
when it expanded from London to New York (1955), the first to conduct sales in Hong Kong (1973), India (1992) and France (2001), and
the first international fine art auction house in China (2012). Today, Sotheby’s presents auctions in 10 different salesrooms, including New
York, London, Hong Kong and Paris, and Sotheby’s BidNow program allows visitors to view all auctions live online and place bids from
anywhere in the world. Sotheby’s offers collectors the resources of Sotheby’s Financial Services, the world’s only full-service art financing
company, as well as the collection advisory services of its subsidiary, Art Agency, Partners. Sotheby’s presents private sale opportunities
in more than 70 categories, including S|2, the gallery arm of Sotheby's Global Fine Art Division, and two retail businesses, Sotheby’s
Diamonds and Sotheby’s Wine. Sotheby’s has a global network of 80 offices in 40 countries and is the oldest company listed on the New
York Stock Exchange (BID).
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are net of any fees paid to the
purchaser where the purchaser provided an irrevocable bid.
Browse sale catalogues, view original content, stream live auctions and more at www.sothebys.com,
and through Sotheby’s apps for iPhone, iPad, Android, Apple TV and Amazon Fire
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