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LUCIO FONTANA'S@ONCETTO SPAZIALEF 1961
TO LEAD SOTHEBY'S
CONTEMPORARY ARTERMNANINGSSAMEE

- The Painting Has Never Before Appeared At AAnudidtas
Remained Hidden From Public View
For Almost 50 Yeafrs -

Concetto spaziabé 1961 by Lucio Fontana
(Estimate: £5- million)

SOTHEBY’S Contemporary Art Evening SalkhansdayfFEsiywaarys520089 set to include 27 Contemporary
and Post-War masterworks by key artists sucheas&{beorge, Damien Hirst, Anish Kapoor, Jaf§ ,KRoy
Lichtenstein, Gerhard Richter, Bridget Riley dpdMeamhol. The auction, which is estimated de meakcess of
£16 million, will be highlighted by one of thesoiaghe and conceptually successful painting®oifrdntana’s

entire canoigoncetto spaziadé 1961.



The rediscovered, museum-quality oil on caomastto spaziadé 1961 by Italy’s foremost Contemporary artist
Lucio Fontana** (1899-1968) belongs to the ariiebrated/eneziacycle of 22 paintings from 1961 and is
completely fresh to the market. The painting hakibken hidden from public view for almostrSQigeane of the
most effectively conceived and executed paintithgs/eneziaseries and its sale will provide collectorkewith t
unparalleled opportunity to acquire a masterpi2@®&century European abstract painting. It is edtiands-7
million ($7,650,000-10,700,000)*.

Concetto spazialmeasuring 150 by 150 cm (59 by 59 inches) waisegcdirectly from the artist in the 1960s and
has resided in the same private collection fébgears. The compelling appeal of this subintiregpia that it has
been unseen virtually since its creation. Inrethgaherations of Enrico Crispolti's catalogoenéifor Fontana's
oeuvre,Concetto Spazialeatures as a legendary enigma amondetteziacycle, the same black and white
photograph that reappeared in each of the 1981ad88006 editions. The painting has not beenirsgeblic
since it was exhibited in the 1960s and the rgemce=of this outstanding work on the markeenepia@s historic
event in the exhibition of Fontana's art andstonaléor the scholarship of his work. (Seeesppesatrelease for

further details about the work.)

Executed in 1988tacket)y Jefif iKaamss (born 1955), measuring 61 by 53 by 31
inches, will headline the Contemporary workskhithidon. The polychromed
wood sculpture is from an edition of three plsistie proof and belongs to the
artist's Banality series - with which Koons dad¢aiegein the late 1980s. It is

collectively one of the most important satinoalesdaries of his entire output.

Concerned with the transformation of everyday ‘tlgjeats into art, these

polychrome wood and porcelain works are unpredederierms of the

painstaking efforts to master materials, sctdetamcal complexity. Like Marcel |
Duchamp and Andy Warhol before him, Koons dbailkenitontextualization|
and commodification of art. Carved with a perfettsidlair, the kitsch collage

guasi-magical animated creatures piled atop tmer antackeds less representative of the ready-made and more

related to a surreal, fantastical vision ofRopostciety obsessed with artifice and masshmedvark is estimated
at £2.2-3.2 million ($3.4-4.9 million).

Two of the sale highlights are by Germany’s tglieatgs
painterGéenlsadd Ritbbeer(born 1932) — in February 2008
Sotheby’s set the record for a work by Richteti@t ahen
Kerze (Candle}old for $15,483,589. The artist's oil on
canvas landscape entitleoisdorf(33 by 47 inche}
displays the expert and flawless brushstrokashaghised




to create a highly nuanced, translucent surémaedxn early 1985, it immediately predateghiysdomparable
paintingWiesentalwhich is housed in New York's Museum of Mad@&wtiApaintings are based on photographs he
took in the North-Rhine Westphalia region of Geimaf84 and epitomises the artist’s finesgidabjmroject to
translate photography into painting. The Troiaddsicape also references the German Romartiomn tramtist
notably the tableaux of Caspar David Friedrichofthis estimated at £1.5-2 million ($2,300,005€8000).

The second painting Bichter is a superb example of his ongoing fsAbsesract Paintingsbstraktes Bjlavhich
measure28 by 24 inchesand was executed in 1992, is the culminatiom @Doxears of Richter's aesthetic and
technical development in abstraction. The compigasition of this sublime work is constructedsyf gil paint in
shades of black, green and orange-red smearezed@unel pushed into the canvas and blended rtbgétne
being scraped and scratched off the surface phitsticaded finish is rich and dense, and comiihietechromatic
resonancéAbstraktes Bild estimated at £500,000-700,000 ($760,000-1,070,@0). Sotheby’s continues to
hold the record for an abstract work by Gerhlater Ridich was established whébstimktes Bilti990 sold for
$15,161,000 at Sotheby's New York on May 14, 2008.

Another major highlight in the exhibition is pranfimerican A & &
2 W
pop artisRAp\L ickterstaiiis$1923-97) oil and magna ors,can '€ ” 'ﬁ’////' /////// %

Two Figures, Indiain1979, which is estimated at £1.8-2.5 millign %

($2,750,000-3,825,000). The monumental piece (70 B§
inches) belongs to a cycle of works based onaAnedian _
motifs that Lichtenstein created between 197®&ndltlenlists /

-

recognizable benday dots to present a highly semerg]

the hard graphic edge, bold colour, striped paiterhis instantly
/, =
composition. The painting is interspersed wititifgisymbols /=
such as a human eye, eagle’'s beak and brigivtyl delthers, which are typical of the ser@shirLishtenstein
makes comparatively indiscriminate referencerte divurces, spanning iconographical traditibesNz#vajo
Native Americans, Acoma and Zuni Pueblos of Négo Mgouthwestern American pottery and Perutilas. tex

= —— ——— gyjistically, his Native Ameri ies aBoiak jated
ﬁ%—%fﬁ% S yiistically, nis Native American series as® ppropriate

:—i—%ﬂ% = elements that appear in his earlier works, ing@retlistory. The
eye was a symbolic and poetically-loaded maiifetanay the
Surrealists and references Lichtenstein’s oweydévgroines of

his comic-strip paintings sudhagpy Tearsf 1964.

Two further auction highlights are by the Engjlisér@Biddeget
Riley (born 1931) and American pop artist AndylV{a9l28-
1987). The pioneer of an abstract glossary @l apticchromatic




effects who broke new ground in the 1960s, BRitlgespent the next decade combining form amdvaitioever-
increasing sophistication @athof 1974 is a pivotal and mesmerizing work tbatré to this advancement. The
use of red, blue and green in a protracted éitiean gestabilises the picture plane and caksamgtion of colour
into question by creating the illusion of otbarselich as orange and pink. Despite the sebogaehature of the
painting, the impression of rolling waves aednfiidkues evokes naturally-occurring phenomeras shifting
clouds or the play of light on rippled water.cijie an canvas meas@2s by 62 inches and is estimated at

£600,000-800,000 ($910,000-1,220,000).

Andy Warhol's

acrylic and

silkscreen ink on

canvasThree Self-

Portraits, was

executed in 1986,

only months before

the artist's unexpected death, on 22 Februaryt@@#ecovering from surgery. These silver apellgreemhree
Self-Portraitsre superb paintings belong to his 1986 sefe#-&ortraits’, recognised as his last grast gest a
resurrection of his 1960s artistic brillianaeflelctive metallic silver, acid citron yellotritiadt emerald green,
these three works crystallise the conjunctidebatyceubject matter and personal introspeesiolting in an ironic
layering of subject and author. Each of the #rteemeasure® by 12 thes and the work is estimated at
£550,000-750,000 ($800,000-1,000,000).

Another important work in the saBilise@il&keGey@es (Born
1943 & Born 19424 Last DrinkThe work, which comprises 17

gelatin silver prints in original artists' fraasegxecuted in 1973

and combines performance, sculpture and photagraphkgy that

no one else had dared to befdteast Drinkas resided in the same

collection since shortly after its execution and o the artists’

earliest photo-pieces and a formative archetytpeifdconic and

incomparable artistic canon. Seminal to the remdsiyted and

critically lauded 'Drinking Pieces' sArieast Drinkpitomises this

cycle which records the heady atmosphere, dtflisigophobia

and drunken sense of social emancipation irh&idmdrt & George’s drinking sessions in amtigoaton pubs.

The 17 black and white warped photographs see@diclues to describe the iconic duo in anLanitking den.
The scene consists of Gilbert & George standib@nndressed in their trademark suits, tiedisiredshoes. The



staging is highly artificial: each mirrors thefgbeeother in near symmetry, turned towardstleackvith hand in
pocketA Last Drinlvas acquired directly from a private Belgiuctiazolyy the present owner in 1975. The work is

estimated at £140,000-180,000 ($140,000-180,000).

Notes to Editors:

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium

**Sotheby’s set the auction record for a workiby-bntana wheloncetto spaziale, la fine dinditerpaint, oil and glitter on
canvas) sold the London Contemporary Art Evening Sale iraReB008 for £10,324,500 (US$20,051,466).



