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SOTHEBY’S Contemporary Art Evening Sale on Thursday, February 5, 2009Thursday, February 5, 2009Thursday, February 5, 2009Thursday, February 5, 2009 is set to include 27 Contemporary 

and Post-War masterworks by key artists such as Gilbert & George, Damien Hirst, Anish Kapoor, Jeff Koons, Roy 

Lichtenstein, Gerhard Richter, Bridget Riley and Andy Warhol. The auction, which is estimated to realise in excess of 

£16 million, will be highlighted by one of the most sublime and conceptually successful paintings in Lucio Fontana’s 

entire canon, Concetto spaziale of 1961. 
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The rediscovered, museum-quality oil on canvas Concetto spaziale of 1961 by Italy’s foremost Contemporary artist 

Lucio FontanaLucio FontanaLucio FontanaLucio Fontana** (1899-1968) belongs to the artist’s celebrated Venezia cycle of 22 paintings from 1961 and is 

completely fresh to the market. The painting, which has been hidden from public view for almost 50 years, is one of the 

most effectively conceived and executed paintings in the Venezia series and its sale will provide collectors with the 

unparalleled opportunity to acquire a masterpiece of 20th-century European abstract painting. It is estimated at £5-7 

million ($7,650,000-10,700,000)*. 

 

Concetto spaziale, measuring 150 by 150 cm (59 by 59 inches) was acquired directly from the artist in the 1960s and 

has resided in the same private collection for over 45 years. The compelling appeal of this sublime painting is that it has 

been unseen virtually since its creation. In the three generations of Enrico Crispolti's catalogue raisonné for Fontana's 

oeuvre, Concetto Spaziale features as a legendary enigma among the Venezia cycle, the same black and white 

photograph that reappeared in each of the 1974, 1986 and 2006 editions. The painting has not been seen in public 

since it was exhibited in the 1960s and the re-emergence of this outstanding work on the market represents an historic 

event in the exhibition of Fontana's art and a milestone for the scholarship of his work. (See separate press release for 

further details about the work.) 

 

Executed in 1988, Stacked by Jeff KoonsJeff KoonsJeff KoonsJeff Koons (born 1955), measuring 61 by 53 by 31 

inches, will headline the Contemporary works in the exhibition. The polychromed 

wood sculpture is from an edition of three plus the artist’s proof and belongs to the 

artist’s Banality series - with which Koons achieved fame in the late 1980s. It is 

collectively one of the most important satirical commentaries of his entire output. 

Concerned with the transformation of everyday ‘banal’ objects into art, these 

polychrome wood and porcelain works are unprecedented in terms of the 

painstaking efforts to master materials, scale and technical complexity. Like Marcel 

Duchamp and Andy Warhol before him, Koons deals with the contextualization 

and commodification of art. Carved with a perfectionist’s flair, the kitsch collage of 

quasi-magical animated creatures piled atop one another in Stacked is less representative of the ready-made and more 

related to a surreal, fantastical vision of a post-Pop society obsessed with artifice and mass-media. The work is estimated 

at £2.2-3.2 million ($3.4-4.9 million). 

 

Two of the sale highlights are by Germany’s greatest living 

painter Gerhard RichterGerhard RichterGerhard RichterGerhard Richter (born 1932) – in February 2008 

Sotheby’s set the record for a work by Richter at auction when 

Kerze (Candle) sold for $15,483,589. The artist’s oil on 

canvas landscape entitled Troisdorf (33�  by 47�� inches) 

displays the expert and flawless brushstrokes Richter has used 
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to create a highly nuanced, translucent surface. Executed in early 1985, it immediately predates his highly comparable 

painting Wiesental, which is housed in New York’s Museum of Modern Art. Both paintings are based on photographs he 

took in the North-Rhine Westphalia region of Germany in 1984 and epitomises the artist’s finest ideological project to 

translate photography into painting. The Troisdorf landscape also references the German Romantic tradition, most 

notably the tableaux of Caspar David Friedrich. The work is estimated at £1.5-2 million ($2,300,000–3,050,000). 

 

The second painting by Richter is a superb example of his ongoing series of Abstract Paintings. Abstraktes Bild, which 

measures 28�  by 24�  inches and was executed in 1992, is the culmination of over 20 years of Richter’s aesthetic and 

technical development in abstraction. The complex composition of this sublime work is constructed of glossy oil paint in 

shades of black, green and orange-red smeared, squeezed and pushed into the canvas and blended together before 

being scraped and scratched off the surface. The sophisticated finish is rich and dense, and complete with a chromatic 

resonance. Abstraktes Bild is estimated at £500,000-700,000 ($760,000–1,070,000). Sotheby’s continues to 

hold the record for an abstract work by Gerhard Richter, which was established when his Abstraktes Bild, 1990 sold for 

$15,161,000 at Sotheby's New York on May 14, 2008. 

 

Another major highlight in the exhibition is prominent American 

pop artist Roy Lichtenstein’sRoy Lichtenstein’sRoy Lichtenstein’sRoy Lichtenstein’s (1923–97) oil and magna on canvas, 

Two Figures, Indian of 1979, which is estimated at £1.8-2.5 million 

($2,750,000–3,825,000). The monumental piece (70 by 86 

inches) belongs to a cycle of works based on American Indian 

motifs that Lichtenstein created between 1979 and 1981. It enlists 

the hard graphic edge, bold colour, striped patterns and his instantly 

recognizable benday dots to present a highly energised 

composition. The painting is interspersed with figurative symbols 

such as a human eye, eagle’s beak and brightly coloured feathers, which are typical of the series in which Lichtenstein 

makes comparatively indiscriminate reference to diverse sources, spanning iconographical traditions of the Navajo 

Native Americans, Acoma and Zuni Pueblos of New Mexico, Southwestern American pottery and Peruvian textiles. 

Stylistically, his Native American series also takes on appropriated 

elements that appear in his earlier works, inspired by art history. The 

eye was a symbolic and poetically-loaded motif favoured by the 

Surrealists and references Lichtenstein’s own dewy-eyed heroines of 

his comic-strip paintings such as Happy Tears of 1964. 

 

Two further auction highlights are by the English painter Bridget Bridget Bridget Bridget 

RileyRileyRileyRiley (born 1931) and American pop artist Andy Warhol (1928-

1987). The pioneer of an abstract glossary of optical and chromatic 
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effects who broke new ground in the 1960s, Bridget Riley spent the next decade combining form and colour with ever-

increasing sophistication and Gala of 1974 is a pivotal and mesmerizing work that is central to this advancement. The 

use of red, blue and green in a protracted linear pattern destabilises the picture plane and calls our perception of colour 

into question by creating the illusion of other colours such as orange and pink. Despite the resolutely linear nature of the 

painting, the impression of rolling waves and flickering hues evokes naturally-occurring phenomena such as shifting 

clouds or the play of light on rippled water. The acrylic on canvas measures 62�  by 62�  inches and is estimated at 

£600,000-800,000 ($910,000–1,220,000). 

 

Andy Warhol’sAndy Warhol’sAndy Warhol’sAndy Warhol’s 

acrylic and 

silkscreen ink on 

canvas, Three Self-

Portraits, was 

executed in 1986, 

only months before 

the artist’s unexpected death, on 22 February 1987, while recovering from surgery. These silver, yellow and green Three 

Self-Portraits are superb paintings belong to his 1986 series of ‘Self-Portraits’, recognised as his last great gesture and a 

resurrection of his 1960s artistic brilliance.  In reflective metallic silver, acid citron yellow and brilliant emerald green, 

these three works crystallise the conjunction of celebrity subject matter and personal introspection, resulting in an ironic 

layering of subject and author. Each of the three parts measures 12 by 12 inches and the work is estimated at 

£550,000-750,000 ($800,000-1,000,000). 

 

Another important work in the sale is Gilbert & George’sGilbert & George’sGilbert & George’sGilbert & George’s (Born 

1943 & Born 1942) A Last Drink. The work, which comprises 17 

gelatin silver prints in original artists' frames, was executed in 1973 

and combines performance, sculpture and photography in a way that 

no one else had dared to before. A Last Drink has resided in the same 

collection since shortly after its execution and is one of the artists’ 

earliest photo-pieces and a formative archetype for their iconic and 

incomparable artistic canon. Seminal to the widely-renowned and 

critically lauded 'Drinking Pieces' series, A Last Drink epitomises this 

cycle which records the heady atmosphere, stifling claustrophobia 

and drunken sense of social emancipation inherent to Gilbert & George’s drinking sessions in antiquated London pubs.  

 

The 17 black and white warped photographs reveal distorted clues to describe the iconic duo in a London drinking den. 

The scene consists of Gilbert & George standing in a bar, dressed in their trademark suits, ties and polished shoes. The 



 5 

staging is highly artificial: each mirrors the pose of the other in near symmetry, turned towards each other with hand in 

pocket. A Last Drink was acquired directly from a private Belgium collection by the present owner in 1975. The work is 

estimated at £140,000-180,000 ($140,000-180,000). 

 

Notes to Editors:Notes to Editors:Notes to Editors:Notes to Editors:    

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium 

**Sotheby’s set the auction record for a work by Lucio Fontana when Concetto spaziale, la fine di dio (waterpaint, oil and glitter on 

canvas) sold in the London Contemporary Art Evening Sale in February 2008 for £10,324,500 (US$20,051,466). 
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