W. R. Berkley Corporation Names Carol J. LaPunzina Senior Vice President - Human
Resources

GREENWICH, Conn., Sep 22, 2009 (BUSINESS WIRE) -- W. R. Berkley Corporation (NYSE: WRB) today announced the
appointment of Carol J. LaPunzina as senior vice president - human resources, a hewly established position. She will be
responsible for human resource operations and personnel development for the corporation.

Ms. LaPunzina began her career with the corporation more than 11 years ago and brings legal, human resources and
personnel related experience to her new role. Since 2004, she has served as senior vice president, general counsel and
secretary of Berkley Insurance Company, with prior oversight of human resources for several of the corporation's operating
subsidiaries. Prior to joining the corporation, she was an associate attorney at a private law firm in New York, and she has over
23 years of experience in the insurance and reinsurance industry. Ms. LaPunzina earned a J.D. from Brooklyn Law School and
a B.S. in Accounting and Marketing from New York University. A search for a successor for her position at Berkley Insurance
Company is currently underway.

Founded in 1967, W. R. Berkley Corporation is an insurance holding company that is among the largest commercial lines
writers in the United States and operates in five segments of the property casualty insurance business: specialty insurance,
regional property casualty insurance, alternative markets, reinsurance and international.
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