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Athersys Elects Jack Wyszomierski to Board of Directors

CLEVELAND, Jun 21, 2010 (GlobeNewswire via COMTEX News Network) -- Athersys, Inc. (Nasdaq:ATHX) today announced
that Jack L. Wyszomierski has been elected to the Board of Directors at its annual meeting of shareholders held on June 17,
2010. Jordan S. Davis and William C. Mulligan did not stand for re-election.

"l want to welcome Jack to our board and look forward to working with him. Jack brings significant senior level financial
experience, specifically as CFO of Schering Plough, as well as a depth of knowledge in the healthcare and life sciences
industries," said Gil Van Bokkelen, Ph.D., Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Athersys.

"On behalf of Athersys and our stockholders, | want to personally thank Jordan and Bill for their many years of outstanding
service on our board and significant contributions to the Company," stated Dr. Van Bokkelen.

From 2004 until his retirement in June 2009, Mr. Wyszomierski served as the Executive Vice President and Chief Financial
Officer of VWR International, LLC, a supplier of laboratory supplies, equipment and supply chain solutions to the global
research laboratory industry. From 1982 to 2004, Mr. Wyszomierski held positions of increasing responsibility within the finance
group at Schering-Plough Corporation, a health care company, culminating with his appointment as Executive Vice President
and Chief Financial Officer in 1996. Prior to joining Schering-Plough, he was responsible for capitalization planning at Joy
Manufacturing Company, a producer of mining equipment, and was a management consultant at Data Resources, Inc., a
distributor of economic data. Mr. Wyszomierski has served on the board of directors of Exelixis, Inc. since 2004, where he also
serves as chairman of the audit committee. He holds a M.S. in Industrial Administration and a B.S. in Administration,
Management Science and Economics from Carnegie Mellon University.

About Athersys

Athersys is a clinical stage biopharmaceutical company engaged in the discovery and development of therapeutic product
candidates designed to extend and enhance the quality of human life. The Company is developing MultiStem(R), a patented,
adult-derived "off-the-shelf" stem cell product platform for multiple disease indications, including damage caused by myocardial
infarction, bone marrow transplantation and oncology treatment support, ischemic stroke, and inflammatory bowel disease. The
Company is also developing a portfolio of other therapeutic programs, including orally active pharmaceutical product
candidates for the treatment of metabolic and central nervous system disorders, utilizing proprietary technologies, including
Radom Activation of Gene Expression (RAGE(R)). Athersys has forged several key strategic alliances and collaborations with
leading pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, as well as world-renowned research institutions in the United States and
Europe to further develop its platform and products. More information is available at www.athersys.com.

The Athersys, Inc. logo is available at http://www.globenewswire.com/newsroom/prs/?pkqid=4548

Forward Looking Statements

This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of
1995 that involve risks and uncertainties. These forward-looking statements relate to, among other things, the expected
timetable for development of our product candidates, our growth strategy, and our future financial performance, including our
operations, economic performance, financial condition, prospects, and other future events. We have attempted to identify
forward-looking statements by using such words as "anticipates,” "believes,” "can," "continue,” "could," "estimates," "expects,"
"intends," "may," "plans," "potential," "should," "will," or other similar expressions. These forward-looking statements are only
predictions and are largely based on our current expectations. A number of known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other
factors could affect the accuracy of these statements. Some of the more significant known risks that we face that could cause
actual results to differ materially from those implied by forward-looking statements are the risks and uncertainties inherent in
the process of discovering, developing, and commercializing products that are safe and effective for use as human
therapeutics, such as the uncertainty regarding market acceptance of our product candidates and our ability to generate
revenues, including MultiStem for the treatment of inflammatory bowel disease, acute myocardial infarction and other disease
indications. These risks may cause our actual results, levels of activity, performance, or achievements to differ materially from
any future results, levels of activity, performance, or achievements expressed or implied by these forward-looking statements.


http://www.athersys.com/
http://www.globenewswire.com/newsroom/prs/?pkgid=4548

Other important factors to consider in evaluating our forward-looking statements include: the possibility of delays in, adverse
results of, and excessive costs of the development process; changes in external market factors; changes in our industry's
overall performance; changes in our business strategy; our ability to protect our intellectual property portfolio; our possible
inability to realize commercially valuable discoveries in our collaborations with pharmaceutical and other biotechnology
companies; our ability to meet milestones under our collaboration agreements, our possible inability to execute our strategy
due to changes in our industry or the economy generally; changes in productivity and reliability of suppliers; and the success of
our competitors and the emergence of new competitors. You should not place undue reliance on forward-looking statements
contained in this press release, and we undertake no obligation to publicly update forward-looking statements, whether as a
result of new information, future events or otherwise.

This news release was distributed by GlobeNewswire, www.globenewswire.com
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