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GROUNDBREAKING AND CELEBRATION OF THE LARGEST DAM REMOVAL IN CALIFORNIA HISTORY
Historic Tearing Down of the Antiquated San Clemente Dam
PACIFIC GROVE, Calif., (June 21, 2013) – Elected Officials, conservation groups and community leaders
from across the state gathered in Carmel today to celebrate the groundbreaking to tear down San
Clemente Dam. The event, hosted by California American Water in partnership with the California State
Coastal Conservancy, NOAA Fisheries and The Nature Conservancy, included state and federal
representatives as well as leadership from various nonprofit organizations that contributed to the dam
removal effort.

“This project will be the largest dam removal in state history,” said Rep. Sam Farr, D-California. “It marks
the beginning of a new era for this river, its inhabitance and the community it benefits. The project itself
also marks a new way forward in terms of public-private partnerships and working together to
accomplish major infrastructure endeavors like this one. This model could be applied to other dams in
the state that have exceeded their useful life.”

“After years of hard work, it is an honor to join the project team and other dignitaries to celebrate the
removal of the antiquated San Clemente Dam and restoration of the Carmel River Watershed,” said
state Sen. Bill Monning, D-Carmel.

Since it was built in 1921, the San Clemente Dam has impacted people and nature along the Carmel
River. As a result, once vibrant steelhead runs have dramatically decreased and lives and property
below the dam are threatened with the possible collapse of the seismically unsafe structure.
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The antiquated dam does not provide significant water storage for the community and given the state’s
requirement the dam to be seismically safe, is more of a risk than a benefit. The reservoir is over 95%
filled with more than 2.5 million cubic yards of sediment and a remaining water storage capacity of only
about 70 acre-feet.

Bringing the dam removal project to fruition was made possible by a strong partnership between
California American Water, the owners and operators of the dam, and the California State Coastal
Conservancy and NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service. Additional federal, state and local agencies
and elected officials at all levels played key roles in the project’s design, approval, and funding. The
estimated project construction cost is $83 million. Forty-nine million dollars will be provided by the
company and $34 million will come from the State Coastal Conservancy and NOAA Fisheries. The
conservancy will raise its portion of the funding from various public and private sources, including a $1million contribution from The Nature Conservancy.

“In 1850, an estimated 12,000 to 20,000 Steelhead climbed the Carmel River each year,” said Buck
Sutter, National Marine Fisheries Service habitat conservation director. “But today, less than 100 make it
over the dam. This project will enable the Steelhead to make a viable return as well as the river’s other
threatened wildlife.”

“The State's rivers are the lifeblood of California's diverse ecosystems and economy. Restoring them
benefits both people and nature,” said Brian Stranko, Director of the North and Central Coast Region,
The Nature Conservancy. “This groundbreaking project sets the precedent for other dam removal and
river restoration projects in California and nationwide.”

The removal project includes an innovative engineering approach of rerouting the river around
accumulated sediment.

“Our approach eliminates the cost and environmental impact of transporting the sediment to a different
location, while also avoiding increased flood risk for downstream property owners,” said California
American Water President and Chief Operating Officer Walter Lynch.

Granite Construction was selected through a competitive procurement process to design and build the
three-year construction project. Granite will also perform five years of post-construction monitoring
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and maintenance activities to ensure that the project objectives are met and the restoration project is
successful.

“In my twenty years in local government, this is the most unique public-private partnership I’ve ever
seen,” said Monterey County Supervisor Dave Potter. “All the parties benefit. The environment, the river
- they’re the biggest winners.”

Removing the San Clemente Dam and restoring the Carmel’s nature flow will have many benefits
including:


Permanently removes the public safety risk posed by the potential collapse of the outdated San
Clemente Dam, which now threatens 1,500 homes and other public buildings in the event of a
large flood or earthquake.



Aides in the recovery of threatened South-Central California Coast steelhead by providing
unimpaired access to over 25 miles of essential spawning and rearing habitat.



Expands public recreation by preserving over 900 acres of coastal watershed lands, resulting in
over 5,400 acres of contiguous regional park land for low impact recreation.



Restores the river’s natural sediment flow, helping replenish sand on Carmel Beach and improve
habitat downstream of the dam for steelhead.



Reduces beach erosion that now contributes to destabilization of homes, roads, and
infrastructure.



Re-establishes a healthy connection between the lower Carmel River and the watershed above
San Clemente Dam.



Improves habitat for threatened California red-legged frogs.

The Carmel River and San Clemente Dam project is the first of its kind, paving the way for similar
projects here in California and throughout the country,” said Secretary for Natural Resources John Laird.
“Thanks to public-private cooperation, this project will help restore 25 miles of sensitive steelhead
spawning habitat and create open space for all Californians to enjoy".

###

California American Water, a subsidiary of American Water (NYSE: AWK), provides high quality and
reliable water and/or wastewater service to approximately 600,000 people.
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Founded in 1886, American Water is the largest publicly traded U.S. water and wastewater utility
company. With headquarters in Voorhees, N.J., the company employs approximately 6,700 dedicated
professionals who provide drinking water, wastewater and other related services to an estimated 14
million people in more than 30 states, as well as parts of Canada. More information can be found by
visiting www.californiaamwater.com

The Coastal Conservancy is a state agency that works with the people of California to protect and
improve the coast and San Francisco Bay. The conservancy has helped open more than 100 miles of
coast and bay shores to the public and preserve more than 300,000 acres of wetlands, wildlife habitat,
parks, and farmland.

The Nature Conservancy is a leading conservation organization working around the world to protect
ecologically important lands and waters for nature and people. The Conservancy and its more than 1
million members have protected nearly 120 million acres worldwide. www.conserveca.org

NOAA’s mission is to understand and predict changes in the Earth's environment, from the depths of the
ocean to the surface of the sun, and to conserve and manage our coastal and marine resources. Join us
on Facebook, Twitter and our other social media channels.
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