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UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20549

FORM 8-K

CURRENT REPORT
Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934
Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported) March 15, 2012

A utobytel Inc.
(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

Delaware
(State or other jurisdiction of incorporation)

1-34761
(Commission File Number)

33-0711569
(IRS Employer Identification No.)

18872 MacArthur Boulevard, Suite 200, Irvine, California
(Address of principal executive offices)

92612-1400
(Zip Code)

Registrant’s telephone number, including area code (949) 225-4500
(Former name or former address, if changed since last report.)

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of
the following provisions:
¨

Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

¨

Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

¨

Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

¨

Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))

Item 8.01

Other Events.

On March 15, 2012, Autobytel Inc. (“ Company ”) received the approval of the NASDAQ Listing
Qualifications Staff (“ Staff ”) to transfer the listing of the Company’s common stock on The Nasdaq Stock Market
LLC from The NASDAQ Global Market tier to The NASDAQ Capital Market tier. The Company’s common stock
will begin trading on The NASDAQ Capital Market effective with the opening of business on Monday, March 19,
2012. The Company’s common stock will continue to trade under the symbol ABTL.
As previously disclosed, on September 15, 2011, the Staff notified the Company that it no longer satisfied the
$1.00 minimum closing bid price requirement for continued listing on The NASDAQ Global Market and, in
accordance with the NASDAQ Listing Rules, granted the Company 180 days to regain compliance with that
requirement. This grace period expired on March 13, 2012 without the Company regaining compliance with the
minimum closing bid price requirement. In connection with its approval of the Company’s application to transfer the
listing of the Company’s common stock to The NASDAQ Capital Market, the Staff granted the Company another 180day period within which to satisfy the $1.00 minimum closing bid price requirement, which period will expire on
September 10, 2012. The Staff’s determination to grant the additional 180-day grace period was based on the
Company meeting the continued listing requirement for market value of publicly held shares and all other applicable
requirements for initial listing on The NASDAQ Capital Market, with the exception of the minimum closing bid price
requirement, and the Company’s written notice of its intention to cure the deficiency during the second compliance
period by effecting a reverse stock split, if necessary. During this second 180-day period, the Company is subject to
delisting for failure to maintain compliance with any continued listing requirements other than the minimum closing
bid price requirement.
A press release announcing the approval of the transfer of the listing of the Company’s common stock to The
NASDAQ Capital Market and the granting of the additional 180-day extension was issued and is attached hereto as
Exhibit 99.1.
Item 9.01

Financial Statements and Exhibits
(d)

Exhibits
99.1

Press Release dated March 16, 2012
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SIGNATURES
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.
Date: March 16, 2012
Autobytel Inc.
By: /s/ Glenn E. Fuller
Glenn E. Fuller
Executive Vice President, Chief Legal
and Administrative Officer and
Secretary
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Exhibit 99.1

NASDAQ GRANTS AUTOBYTEL 180-DAY EXTENSION
TO REGAIN COMPLIANCE WITH CLOSING BID PRICE REQUIREMENT
- Stock Listing Moves to NASDAQ Capital Market Effective March 19, 2012 IRVINE, Calif. -- (March 16, 2012) -- Autobytel Inc. (Nasdaq: ABTL ), a leading provider of online consumer
purchase requests and marketing resources to the automotive industry, announced today that NASDAQ, by letter dated
March 15, 2012, has granted the Company’s request for an additional 180 days in which to satisfy the minimum closing
bid price requirement of $1.00 per share.
In addition, Autobytel received the approval of the NASDAQ Listing Qualifications Staff to transfer the listing of its
common stock from The NASDAQ Global Market tier to The NASDAQ Capital Market tier, where it will commence
trading March 19, 2012. The Company’s stock will continue to trade under the symbol ABTL.
The additional 180 day period will expire on September 10, 2012. The Staff’s determination to grant the additional
180-day period was based on Autobytel meeting the continued listing requirement for market value of publicly held
shares and all other applicable requirements for continued listing on The NASDAQ Capital Market, with the exception
of the minimum closing bid price requirement, and the Company’s written notice of its intention to cure the deficiency
during the second compliance period by effecting a reverse stock split, if necessary.
About Autobytel Inc. (www.autobytel.com)
Autobytel Inc. (Nasdaq: ABTL ), an online leader offering consumer purchase requests and marketing resources to car
dealers and manufacturers and providing consumers with the information they need to purchase new and used cars,
pioneered the automotive internet when it launched Autobytel.com in 1995. Autobytel continues to offer innovative
products and services to help consumers buy, and auto dealers and manufacturers sell, more used and new
cars. Autobytel has helped tens of millions of automotive consumers research vehicles; connected thousands of dealers
nationwide with motivated car buyers; and helped every major automaker market its brand online. Through its flagship
website Autobytel.com®, its network of automotive sites and its respected online affiliates, Autobytel continues its
dedication to innovating the industry's highest quality internet programs to provide consumers with a comprehensive
and positive automotive research and purchasing experience, and auto dealers, dealer groups and auto manufacturers
with one of the industry's most productive and cost-effective customer referral and marketing programs. For more
information, please visit www.autobytel.com . Investors and other interested parties can receive Autobytel news
releases and invitations to special events by accessing our online signup form at www.autobytel.com/alerts .

Contacts:
Investor Relations
PondelWilkinson Inc.
Roger Pondel/Laurie Berman
310-279-5980
investor@pondel.com
Media Relations
MSC-PR
Michelle Suzuki
310-444-7115
michelle@msc-pr.com
Media Relations
Jim Helberg
949-862-1395
jimh@autobytel.com
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