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PFC Flexible Circuits Expands Service Offerings with ESI Model 5335 Laser Processing
System
Leading North American Supplier of Flexible Circuit Assemblies Increases Support for HDI Flex Circuit Manufacturing
with ESI's Help
PORTLAND, Ore.--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- Electro Scientific Industries, Inc. (NASDAQ:ESIO), an innovator in laser-based
manufacturing solutions for the micro-machining industry, today announced that PFC Flexible Circuits Limited has selected the
Model 5335 Laser Processing System to expand its high density interconnect (HDI) flexible circuit manufacturing capabilities.
Based in Scarborough, Ont., Canada, PFC is a North American leader in flexible circuit design, manufacture and assembly.
"PFC has been supplying fine line technology for the past eight years. Now, with the addition of the Model 5335, we can
support true HDI flex technologies," said Steve Kelly, President of PFC Flexible Circuits. "This laser processing system from ESI
will allow us to make smaller vias, blind and buried vias, and to cut smaller features in HDI circuits. We're seeing strong market
interest in HDI across multiple industries ranging from consumer and medical devices to military and aerospace."
PFC chose the ESI Model 5335 in part because of its high throughput capabilities compared to alternatives. For example, the
ESI Model 5335 can drill 50 micron blind vias at a rate of 32,000 holes per minute. This performance is made possible by Third
Dynamics™, a patented high
-speed beam positioning technology that enables fast and accurate routing and drilling of flexible
circuits.
"We were looking to update our drilling technology without losing throughput," said Anish Somaiya, Vice President, PFC
Flexible Circuits. "The Model 5335 not only will significantly increase our drilling throughput and give us a technological edge
over many of our competitors but also will save floor space in our drilling area."
The ESI Model 53XX family is widely regarded as the industry standard for laser processing across the flexible circuit and
interconnect industry. Over 1,200 ESI laser processing systems are installed worldwide and are in use at nine of the top 10 flex
circuit manufacturers. These systems offer industry-leading drill, routing, patterning, and skiving performance.
"We are extremely pleased that PFC has decided to incorporate ESI laser processing technology into its HDI and flexible circuit
manufacturing processes," said Ed Grady, CEO of ESI. "We look forward to being a part of PFC's long-term success and
helping them meet their most challenging customer demands."
About PFC
PFC Flexible Circuits designs, manufactures and assembles flexible printed circuits, all under one roof. Circuit types include
single- and double-sided, multi-layer and rigid flex. PFC can provide 50 micron line and space in production and assemble
circuits using 1005 components. Specialties include high-speed low-loss, impedance-controlled circuits. PFC offers a large
library of UL approved materials and is ISO 9001 and 13485 approved. For more information go to: http://www.pfcflex.com.
About ESI
ESI's integrated solutions allow industrial designers and process engineers to control the power of laser light to transform
materials in ways that differentiate their consumer electronics, wearable devices, semiconductor circuits and high-precision
components for market advantage. ESI's laser-based manufacturing solutions feature the micro-machining industry's highest
precision and speed, and target the lowest total cost of ownership. ESI is headquartered in Portland, Ore., with global
operations from the Pacific Northwest to the Pacific Rim. More information is available at www.esi.com.
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